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**********************************************************8
Pastor’s Paragraphs

Being a Congregational Church

What does it mean to be a congregational church? It means that the ultimate seat of authority is the congregation as a whole, not the pastor nor any individual members of the church, not the boards, not the council, but rather the gathering of the members of the congregation. For us that means our annual meeting coming up on February 29. 

From a theological view, this reflects the notion that Jesus Christ is the sole head of the church who delegates his authority to the church which is the body of Christ. Biblically this is substantiated  by several passages among which are: the Great Commission (Mt 28:16-20); Jesus’ giving Peter the keys to the kingdom (Mt 16:13-20) which the Catholic Church interprets as Jesus establishing the Papal system while protestants view Peter as a symbol of the entire Christian Church; and in Paul’s letters to the Romans and the Corinthians (Rm 12:1-8, Cor 12:27-31). 

Therefore, according to Congregational Theology, the Annual Meeting of the Congregation is the policy making body of the church and all Boards, Committees, Ministry Teams, Task Forces etc. are subject to its authority. But who makes policy decisions between Annual Meetings? In Congregational Polity, just as Jesus delegates authority to the church, the congregation delegates authority to the Church Council to act on its behalf between congregational meetings. 

This delegation of authority is codified in the constitutions of the United Church of Christ, the Illinois Conference and the Chicago Metropolitan Association.  The constitution of the United Church of Christ authorizes its “Executive Council to act for the General Synod ad interim.” The Illinois Conference constitution states, “The affairs of the Conference shall be conducted when the Illinois conference is not in session by the Conference Council.” And the constitution of the Chicago Metropolitan Association authorizes the Association Council to “serve as the policy-making body of the Association between meetings of the whole Association.” 

I hope this underscores the importance of what we do at our Annual Meeting coming up in February and the need for your participation. Please make plans now to be in attendance and make your voice heard at the First Congregational UCC’s Annual Meeting February 29, 2012. 

Yours in Chirst, 

Rev. Richard J. Mangnall

now to be in attendance and make your voice heard at the First Congregational UCC’s Annual Meeting February 29, 2012. 

Yours in Chirst, 

Rev. Richard J. Mangnall
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Happy January  Birthdays!

 


bert robins................3
helen price...............3
mary moy gregg......7
jim mowers...............8
sandy du bois..........10
martin pacheco........13
diane wells................13
miles schacht..........14
paula morrow...........16
mitchell kurzweil......17
jim achen..................18
bethany statton........19
evan du bois............20
david vastola...........22
dave schacht...........29
jim winfield...............30
Please let us know if we have not been listing your or someone in your family’s birthday, this will help to keep us up to date jhennen62@comcast.net. Thank you!
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Green Team Tip of the Month

Illinois Electronics BANNED 
from Landfills
beginning January 1, 2012
Governor Quinn recently signed legislation which extends the number and kinds of electronics that manufacturers must collect and refurbish or recycle. The goal of the legislation is to keep our electronics which contain valuable natural resources as well as some toxic materials out of the landfills. Here is the extended list:

· televisions

· monitors

· printers

· computers (including tablet computers)

· electronic keyboards

· facsimile (fax) machines

· videocassette recorders

· portable digital music players

· digital video disc players

· video game consoles

· small scale servers

· scanners

· electronic mice

· digital converter boxes

· cable receivers

· satellite receivers

· digital video disc recorders

All of these items should be recycled.  For more information go to:

http://www.dupageco.org/EDP/Waste_Recycling_and_Energy/1549/

******************************
Noisy Offering to begin February 6th
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Start saving your loose change!  Beginning in February, the children will be leading a new collection on Family Sunday (the first Sunday of every month).  Loving referred to as the "Noisy Offering," the children will be passing decorated cans down the pews to collect your coins to support a child overseas through Global Ministries.  This Global Ministries program is a joint child sponsorship effort through the United Church of Christ and the Christian Church Disciples of Christ.  What makes this program unique among child sponsorship programs is that every penny we collect goes to the child.  There are no overhead costs taken out of what we send.  Watch future newsletter articles for more information about the child we will be sponsoring.  Share the joy of giving, drop in your coins, shake the can while we sing "Magic Penny," and be a part of the growing mission and ministry of our wonderful church.

On New Year’s Eve the church bells will chime
Combined with the voices and horns in time

to greet another welcome new year

bringing with it the hope for peace and

good cheer

Then as we awake on New Year’s morn –

A time when resolutions are born –

We vow to eat less and more active be

And to smile in the face of adversity.

So off to our New Year’s Day celebration,

A one-a-year gathering of many a relation,

To eat and catch up on events of the year

Plus enjoy all the ambiance surrounding 

us here.

It’s such fun to cuddle each new addition –

Getting together’s such a special tradition.

So our thanks to our hostess for this

gathering so dear

To celebrate the start of an uncharted 

New Year.                 12-28-11
Prayer List: If you wish to be a part of the internet prayer chain, please e-mail rlmangnall@yahoo.com

Please continue to pray for those in need of healing:


Please continue to pray for those in need of healing:
Floyd Meng, Gail Banks, Gayle Dawson, Sue Carlson Tarantello, Suzanne Flavin, Sharon Domas, Jane Donahue, Clara, Tom McIlwain, Maureen, Milani Armilla, Mrs. Kim, John Keller, Stanley, Maria Ramos, Jennifer Hennen, Lu and Joe Krass, Elsie, Donna Sweeney, Ed Van Meer, Connie Bryant's mother, Matthew McLane, Len Filsinger,  Bob Rowan, Jack Donahue, Susan Nolan, Tommy Paz, Karla Pitlock, and Randy Price.



Please pray for Kathy G. who is going through difficult times.
****************************
Extra, Extra Read all About it!!!
January 2012

Christian Education
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Reaching Out to Others

On Tuesday, December 27th, thirteen members of our Church spent the day at San Lucas United Church of Christ in Chicago. We cooked and server 147 homeless people a hot lunch. 

San Lucas is one of our sister Churches that we are our Mission Partner. They invited our youth to come out and join them for their outreach effort that they carry out weekly on Tuesdays. Led by our Youth and Adult chaperones we cut-up and prepared 6 large turkeys in a Latino style “fricassee” white rice, green beans, potatoes and a fresh salad. We also brought two delicious “Judy Roch” cakes that made the lunch experience even more special.
As soon as the First Congregational Church of Elmhurst delegation arrived we knew our work was going to be challenging. With limited space and equipment we blended in and prayed and worked hard over the preparing of the mal. By the time we were done we had fed 147 persons and felt so blessed to have been given such an opportunity not only to serve but to spend time with people just like us that were struggling with life and we were able to walk with them, even if it was just for a meal.
On behalf of our entire church we would like to thank each person who participated and represented our church.

Brian Brigman

Austin Moran

Abby Brigman 

Dave Schacht

Rev. Jan Davis 

Jack Hammond 

Miles Schacht


Erin McHugh 

Todd Hicks


Becky Swanson 

Amarelis Morales

Mary Swanson-Meyer
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On Sunday, January 22nd we will be holding our Chili cook off Youth Fundraiser. It is our hope that you will consider attending and even submitting your very own Chili recipe.

Each person present at the luncheon will receive a ballot and enjoy a bowl of chili (provided by the youth), toppings, breads, dessert and a beverage for $5.00

After you cast a vote for your favorite chili, enjoy a great lunch!

The person whose entry has the most votes will take home a $100 gift card from Williams Sonoma. For your information we have attached the guidelines and entry form that we need to receive no later than 9:30 a.m. on Sunday, January 22nd

We hope you will support this Youth Mission Work Trip effort.
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The Magi Star gift Giving Project
Thank you! Thank you!

As of Saturday, December 31 a total of 154 gifts were picked up by God Can Ministries and San Lucas United Churches of Christ.

The generosity of each of you has brought a smile to the children of Ford Heights and Humboldt Park, Chicago.

A Big Thank you to all who participated!

Without all of your contributions of gifts for the children our goal would not have been met. We are so grateful. Thank you!
*****************************************
Dear Friends,

 

It's been a long journey through Larry's illness and final days and without your love and support the journey would have been more difficult.  My thanks to each of you for your calls, cards, hospital visits, hugs, and love.  A special thank you to Rick for the many hospital visits to console and pray with Larry and me.  So many people went above and beyond to help with Larry's memorial service.  You know who you are and will be thanked individually but know that your efforts are deeply appreciated.

 

Love,

 

Gayle Dawson and Family
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First Congregational UCC

235 S. Kenilworth Ave.

Elmhurst, IL 60126

Phone: 630-832-2580

Fax: 630-832-9142

Email: elmhurstucc@sbcglobal.net

January 2012

“Never place a period

Where God has placed a comma”

       God is still speaking,


  Gracie Allen
The monthly newsletter is available on the First Congregational UCC website on the Home page; www.elmhurstucc.org
Tree of Life Newsletter


January 2012
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First Congregational United Church of Christ


Partners in Christ’s Service


235 South Kenilworth


Elmhurst, Illinois 60126


			Phone:  630-832-2580		Fax:  630-832-9142		


				E-Mail:   elmhurstucc@sbcglobal.net


______________________________________________________________________________





	Rev. Richard J. Mangnall, Pastor			E-mail:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:rick.elmhurstucc@sbcglobal.net" ��rick.elmhurstucc@sbcglobal.net�


	Richard Stultz, Director of Music 	           		E-mail:  � HYPERLINK "http://mrd.mail.yahoo.com/compose?To=dick.elmhurstucc%40yahoo.com" \t "new" �dick.elmhurstucc@yahoo.com�


	Martha Mendoza, Dir. of Christian Education  	E-Mail:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:marta.elmhurstucc@sbcglobal.net" ��marta.elmhurstucc@sbcglobal.net�


	Margaret Bixler, Office Manager		 	E-Mail:  bixler.elmhurstucc@sbcglobal.net


			


Website: www.elmhurstucc.org


______________________________________________________________________________
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